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^'■•Z^?'?  the  Double  D. 

une    of   Lincoln's    most  esteemed 
friends  was  old  ex-Gov.  Tod  of  Ohfo 
He  was  a  quaint  old  character,  and 
Lincoln  loved  him  for  his  honesty, 
ability,  native  shrewdness.    One  eve- 
ning when  Tod  was  in  town  Lincoln 
invited  him  over  to  the  White  House. 
Ihey  had  a  long-  chat  together,  when 
Lincoln    finally    said:    "Look  here, 
lod,  how  IS  it  that  you  spell  your 
name  with  only  one  d?    I  married  a 
1  odd,  but  she  spelled  her  name  with 
two  d's     All  of  her  relatives  do  the 
same.    You  are  the  first  Tod  I  ever 
met  who  spelled  his  name  with  so  few 
letters."    Old  Tod  looked  at  Lincoln 
tor  a  moment  in  his  peculiarly  quiz- 
zing manner  and  then  replied-  "Mr 
President   God  spells  his  name  with 
only  one  d,  and  what  is  good  enough 
tor  God  IS  good  enough  for  me."  Lin- 
coln used  to  repeat    this    story  to 
some  of  his  more  intimate  friends 
and  every  time  he  did  so  he  would 
laugh  until  the  tears  ran  down  over 
that  furrowed  but  grand  face.— Bos- 
ton Iraveler,  August  6,  18886 


^     THE  BYES  AND  TODDS  , 

Marion  County  Family   Distantly  Related  To 
/  "j         Abraham  Lincoln's  Wife  ■'"^p"} 

In  these  days,  when  everything 
cunueeted  with  Lincoln  and  his  fam- 
ily Is  being  sought  by  every  newspa- 
per and  magazine  la  the  land;  and 
especially  on  this  day,  the  100th  an- 
nlverary  of  the  birth  of  the  Great 
Emancipator,  when  the  newspapers 
of  the  United  States  will  devote 
more  space  to  the  stories,  sayings 
and  doings  of  Lincoln  than  was  ever 
before  accorded  to  any  living  or  dead 
American  hero,  anything,  no  odds 
how  remotely,  which  can  be  at  all 
connected  with  the  martyred  presi- 
dent, become  of  absorbing  interest. 

For  reasons  given  In  the  foregoing 
we  refer  to  the  distant,  very  distant 
relationship  of  Mrs.  E.  P.  Bye,  wife 
of  Capt.  Bye,  to  the  Todd  family  of 
which  Mrs.  Lincoln  was  a  member. 
Mrs.  Bye's  cousin,  Mr.  Miles  Yetter, 
married  a  Miss  Todd,  a  younger  sis- 
ter of  Mrs.  Lincoln.  Since  that  time 
the  Brewers  (Mrs.  Bye's  maiden 
name)  have  considered  themselves 
members  of  the  Lincoln  and  Todd 
family  and  have  preserved  many  an- 
ecdotes concerning  the  wit  and  re- 
sourcefulness of  the  great  president. 
Win  Bye,  eon  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  P. 
Bye,  tells  one  story  of  Lincoln  which 
he  says  Is  a  family  tradition,  and 
we  which  do  not  remember  of  ever 
seeing  In  print: 

After  Lincoln  had  been  married  for 
some  time,  and  had  written  several 
letters  to  his  wife's  folks,  the  old 
uian  ToacT,  Mps.^  LmcoitrsT^urtiiei', 
came  for  a  visit.  After  the  custom- 
ary greetings  had  taken  place  be- 
tween father-in-law  and  son-in-law, 
Mr.  Todd  said  "Abe,  you  are  always 
bragging  on  your  abilities  as  a  spel- 
ler; how  does  It  come  that  you  al- 
ways address  me  with  the  surname 
spelled  with  a  single  'd,'  T-o-d?" 
Abe's  reply  came  quick  and  to  the 
point;  "Well,  dad,  ever  since  I  c  n 
remember  God  has  been  spelling  his 
name  with  a  single 'd,'  and  he  is  cer- 
tainly of  a  family  equally  as  promt-  ^ 
nent  as  any  of  the  Todds."  j 
The  answer  was  one  that  would 
not  admit  of  argument  and  It  Is  even 
said  that  Lincoln's  father-in-law  seri- 
ously considered  the  advisability  of 
dropping  the  final  "d"  from  the  fam- 
ily name.  \ 


Portraits  Of  Dr.  Samuel  Brown  And  Robert  Todd 
Given  College  By  Mrs.  Lewis  And  Ben  H.  Helm 
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Exercises  Planned 
At  Transylvania 


\  At,  chapel  exercises  at  9:50 
o'clock  Wednesday  morning  at 
Morrison  hall,  two  portraits  of 
former  Transylvanians  will  be  pre- 
sented to  the  school  by  Ben  PTar- 
din  Helm  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Elo- 
die  Helm  Lewis.  , 

Subjects  of  the  portraits  are 
Robert  S.  Todd,  former  trustee  and 
student  at  Tiansylvania,  and  Sam- 
uel Brown,  one-time  professor  of 
medicine  at  Transylvania,  a  dis- 
I  tinguished  I..e.xinKton  physician 
and  later  a  prominent  statesman. 
Both  were  painted  by  the  lafe 
Miss  Katherinc  Helm,  sister  of  the 
donors. 

Speakers  at  the  convocation  will 
be  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Norton,  Tran-  i 
sylvania  librarian,  and  John  Wil-  | 
son    Townsend,  Lexington    author  i 
and  historian.  Mr.  Townsend  will  I 
speak   on   "Those   Todds,"  calling 
attention  to  the  majiy  members  of 
this  family  who  played  significant 
roles  in  the  development  of  Tran- 
sylvania. College  records  show  that 
49  Todds  have  been  affiliated  with  ' 
Transylvania,   30  academically,   14  ; 
with  the  old  medical  school  and  ! 
five  as  trustees  or  patrons.  | 
Robert  S.  Todd,  prominent  legis-  j 
lator  and    businessman,    was  the  i 
father  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  and 
grandfather  of  donors  of  the  por- 
traits, Mr.  Helm  and  Mrs.  Lewis. 
Among  members  of  the  Todd  fam- 
ily who  plan  to  attend  the  presen- 
tation   ceremonies    Wednesday  is 
Judge  N.  T.  Gentry  of  Columbia, 
Mo.,    circuit-court    jurist    and  a 
grandson    of  Roger  North  Todd, 
brother  of  Robert  S.  Todd. 

Miss  HeM's  portrait  of  Samuel 
Brown  (1769-1830)  is  a  copy  of  an 
original  painted  by  Matthew  Har- 
ris Jouett  in  1820.  Dr.  Brown  won 
national  distinction  by  founding 
the  first  scientific  fraternity  in 
America.  He  also  was  Kentucky's 
first  secretary  of  state,  was  a 
United  States  senator  from  Louis- 
iana and  later  was  U.  S.  minister 
to  France.  A  summary  of  his  life 
and  his  contributions  to  medicine 
in  this  country  will  be  given  by 
Mrs.  Norton. 

The  portraits  will  be  hung  per- 
manently among  the  works  of  art 
of  Morrison,  Dr.  Raymond  F.  Mc- 
Lain,  president  of  the  college,  said.  | 


Portraits  Of  Dr.  Samuel  Brown  And  Robert  Todd 
Given  College  By  Mrs.  Lewis  And  Ben  H.  Helm 


J  -  Jo  -  ^/ 


Exercises  Planned 
At  Transylvania 

At  chapol  exorcises  at  9:50 
o'clock  Weclncsflay  morning  at 
Morrison  hall,  fwo  portraits  of 
former  Traiisyl vanians  will  be  pre- 
s(Mitrd  to  tlie  school  by  Ben  Har- 
din Holm  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Elo- 
die  Helm  Lewis.  , 

Subjects  of  the  porliaits  are 
Robert  S.  Todd,  former  trustee  and 
student  at  Transylvania,  and  Sam- 
uel Brown,  one-time  professor  of 
medicine  at  Transylvania,  a  dis- 
tinguished Tjoxington  physician 
and  later  a  prominerit  statesman. 
Both  were  painted  by  the  lale 
Miss  Katherinc  Helm,  sister  of  the 
donors 

Speakers  at  the  convocation  will 
be  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Norton,  Tran- 
sylvania librarian,  and  John  Wil- 
son   Townsend,  Lexington  author 
and  historian.  Mr.  Townsend  will 
speak   on    "Those   Todds,  "  calling 
attention  to  the  many  members  of 
this  family  who  played  significant 
roles  in  the  development  of  Tran- 
sylvania. College  records  show  that 
49  Todds  have  been  affiliated  with  | 
Transylvania.   30  academically,   14  ; 
with  the  old  medical  school  and  I 
five  as  trustees  or  patrons.  i 
Robert  S.  Todd,  prominent  legis-  j 
lator  and    businessman,    was  the  i 
father  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  and 
grandfather  of  donors  of  the  por- 
traits, Mr.  Helm  and  Mrs.  Lewis. 
Among  members  of  the  Todd  fam- 
ily who  plan  to  attend  the  presen- 
tation   ceremonies    Wednesday  is 
Judge  N.  T.  Gentry  of  Columbia, 
Mo.,    circuit-court    jurist    and  a 
grandson    of  Roger  North  Todd, 
brother  of  Robert  S.  Todd. 

Miss  HeWs  portrait  of  Samuel 
Brown  (1769-1830)  is  a  copy  of  an 
original  painted  by  Matthew  Har- 
ris Jouett  in  1820.  Dr.  Brown  won 
national  distinction  by  founding 
the  first  scientific  fraternity  in 
America.  He  also  was  Kentucky's 
first  secretary  of  state,  was  a 
United  States  senator  from  Louis- 
iana and  later  was  U.  S,  minister 
to  France.  A  summary  of  his  life 
and  his  contributions  to  medicine 
in  this  country  will  be  given  by 
Mrs.  Norton. 

The  portraits  will  be  hung  per- 
manently among  the  works  of  art 
of  Morrison,  Dr.  Raymond  F.  Mc- 
Lain,  president  of  the  college,  said. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2013 


http://archive.org/details/toddfamilylinc_1 


©Ij^  JFirat  OInngrpgattonal  OUjurrlf 

REV.  WILLIAM  E.  BARTON,  D.  D..  LL.  D.,  PASTOR 
MRS.  GRACE  E.  MA|F^ER-OAKES,  DIRECTOR  OF  RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION 

MISS  ZILPHA  LLOYD,  PASTOR  S  SECRETARY 

OAK  PARK,  ILLINOIS 

Congregational  Church  House 

Lake  street  and  Kenilworth  Avenue 
telephone  oak  park  27 


